In the first half of the twentieth century, Karl Lashley (1935) conducted a series of elegant ablation studies in which he demonstrated that decrements in the latch-opening behavior of the rat depended more on the size of a lesion than upon its location. This was important work, as it forced localizationists to temper their somewhat extreme positions on structure-function relations. Interestingly, Lashley (1935) might have come to a completely different conclusion about brain-behavior relations in latch-opening and other motor skills if he had measured the behavior differently. Consistent with the mores of that time, Lashley measured outcome in terms of number of trials to criterion, and time to complete the task, rather than the process by which that outcome was achieved.
